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Women’s Giving Alliance
Welcomes all interested women.

In 2018, 473 members pooled their gifts to make $543,000 of  
grants benefiting women and girls in NE Florida.

Our Mission
Inspiring women to be strategic philanthropists and investing  

in the lives of women and girls in Northeast Florida.

WGA’s Grantmaking
Women’s Giving Alliance awards grants to organizations that serve women 
and girls in Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau and St. Johns Counties. WGA makes 

strategic, researched-based grants that facilitate systemic change to improve 
how women and girls are served in Northeast Florida, apply creative solutions 
to critical needs, and produce measurable impact on the lives of women and 
girls. Our current focus is Breaking the Cycle of Female Poverty: Intervention 

and Prevention.

The Annual Membership Contribution
Is a tax-deductible contribution of $1,500. Of that amount, $1,000 goes  
directly to grants, $200 helps defray overhead and expenses, and $300   
is added to endowment. From time to time, some members also make 
supplemental gifts. Women also have the option of making a one-time  

Legacy gift of $25,000 or more (payable over five years) to endow
a WGA membership in perpetuity.

An Initiative of The Community Foundation 
for Northeast Florida

WGA benefits from The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida’s  
more than 50 years of experience and financial stewardship.

For more information, visit the website www.wganefl.org, 
call (904) 356-4483, or visit us on Facebook at facebook.com/womensgivingalliance

How It Works
Collective Giving

Individual women pool their gifts

Member-driven grants decision process

Grants awarded to agencies benefiting  
women & girls in Northeast Florida

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org
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Pending WGA Member Ratification at the 2018 Annual Meeting

Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center: Breaking the Cycle (BTC)   
$68,696 (All Counties)

DBWPC will work to identify and change the policies, practices, obstacles and barriers in the 
areas of court costs, education/employment, and housing that lead to intergenerational poverty 
for girls impacted by the justice system, young women, and those who identify as female living 
in NE Florida. These changes would culminate in strategic recommendations and solutions, 
responses, policies and practices that break the inter and multi-generational cycle of poverty for 
justice-involved girls and their families.  

Family Promise of Jacksonville: Back to Work, Back to Home   
$50,000 (Duval County)

Using a blend of social services, volunteers, and underused buildings, Family Promise of 
Jacksonville offers hope to homeless women with children. Family Promise partners with local 
multi-denominational congregations to provide temporary housing and meals to identified 
families. At the Family Promise Day Center, the women receive wrap around services and 
intensive case management focusing on the resources needed to transition from the shelter to 
affordable housing.  

Girls Inc.: Breaking Cycles of Female Poverty and Welfare Through 
Mentoring Programs for 4-8th Grade Girls   $100,000 (Duval County)

Strong, Smart, and Bold Mentoring Program assists high-risk girls in 4-8th grades in overcoming 
barriers that prevent them from successfully graduating from high school. This comprehensive 
program supports academic achievement and on-time grade advancement, social and 
emotional development, and experiential opportunities for personal and career discovery. 
This grant enables Girls Inc. to add 4th and 5th grades to the existing program, and includes 
the purchase of evidence-based social and emotional learning curricula. Girls Inc. works in 
collaboration with the Duval County schools.  

Her Song: Economic Empowerment Program/EMPath  
(Economic Mobility Pathways)   $43,000  (primarily Duval)

Her Song is the first residential program in NEFL that provides a healing home and holistic 
programs for survivors of human trafficking to help them on their journey toward recovery 
and restoration.  Residential Coaches, using the EMPath Bridge to Self-Sufficiency® and the 
Mobility Mentoring® system, will give survivors the time, support, a safe space and a prescribed 
pathway from victimization to empowered living.  Participants use EMPath tools to increase their 
incomes, secure permanent housing, attain education, and establish themselves in careers that 
help them break the cycle of poverty.   

I. M. Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless and Hubbard House:  
Step Up To Success   $150,000 (All NEFL Counties)

This collaboration will assist formerly homeless women (many with children) and survivors 
of domestic violence by lifting them out of poverty through career training, vocational 
certification, and job/career placement.  One-on-one mentoring by a Goodwill College 
Navigator and the A-Step Program will help women reach economic security and self-sufficiency 
through gainful employment at a living wage or entrepreneurial self-employment.   Upon 
completing their education, participants will be eligible for micro-loans and/or stipends to assist 
them in acquiring the tools/equipment to start their new career.

Jacksonville University: POWER Camp   $16,094 (Duval County)

JU will create and conduct a camp for rising 7th to 9th grade girls from low income households. 
POWER camp will provide girls with an early awareness of the possibilities and benefits of a 
college education through exposure to creative writing and arts, STEM careers, healthy coping 
skills, career development, and health education. JU student mentors are paired with camp 
participants and continue their mentorship through the following year.

Jewish Family and Community Services: 360 Wraparound Program   
$120,000 (Duval, Nassau, St. Johns Counties)

JFCS will provide in-home, intense financial assistance case management to low-income female 
heads of household. Individualized home visits and coaching will help women to emerge from 
crisis with skills and resources to achieve and maintain economic empowerment and self-
sufficiency. This includes wrap-around gender-responsive, trauma-informed care. There will also 
be limited emergency financial assistance provided for housing stability and basic needs.

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org

4 5

To learn more about our  
grantmaking, please visit our  

website
WWW.WGANEFL.ORG/what-we-do/  

our-grantmaking

Apply For a Grant 

Our Grantmaking Process 

Grantee Success Stories 

Grants History 
 (listing all WGA grants)

Grantmaking Principles 
In its grantmaking, WGA:

• Uses community research to 
develop initiatives 

• Focuses on prevention and 
effective intervention 

• Supports new ideas and untested 
efforts, as well as programs that 
have demonstrated results and 
impact 

• Establishes expectations for  
sustainability, significant lasting 
value and impact

2018-20 Grant Recommendations 



You and Your SMIRFs 

Each of us has several forms of capital 
(social, moral, intellectual, reputational, 
financial) that we can deploy toward our philanthropic mission. Join us as we explore 
your personal SMIRFs with Joanne Cohen, JD, VP of Philanthropic Services for The 
Community Foundation. Together we will discuss how you define the SMIRFs, how you 
have used these resources in the past and how you can create a plan to deploy them in 
the year ahead.  

Thursday, November 8th / 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm    
The Community Foundation Board Room, 245 Riverside Ave, Suite 310, 32202 
RSVP requested by November 1st. Cost $20 (course materials and a light dinner 
included).

Recent Grants
Including the 2018-2020 grant recommendations, WGA has made over

$6 million in grants since its founding in 2002. Below is a summary of two-year  
grants made over the prior two grant cycles.

  

2016-2018  Focus: Mental Health
Betty Griffin Center, Hope in Recovery Part II: $100,000 (domestic violence, St. Johns 
County)

Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center, Girl-Centered Practice Collaborative:  
$100,000 (girls in the juvenile justice system in Duval, Clay and Nassau Counties)

Hubbard House, Rise! Program: $100,000 (domestic violence, Duval and Baker Counties)

Jewish Family & Community Services, Sliding Fee Scale  
Mental Health Counseling: $100,000 (Duval, Clay and St. Johns Counties)

Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida, Impact Grant: $10,000

Volunteers in Medicine, Healing the Mind, Body, Heart and Soul:  
$22,000 (Duval County)

2017-2019  Focus: Breaking the Cycle of Female Poverty
Barnabas Center, Inc., Hope Builders for Women Initiative:  $112,000 (Nassau)

Catholic Charities, Neighborhood Self-Sufficiency Program for Women in  
Northeast Jacksonville:  $105,000 (Duval)

Girl Scouts of Gateway Council, Girl Scouts Community Development Troops:   
$50,000 (Duval)

Learn To Read, Literacy for Stability: $43,000 (primarily Duval)

The Women’s Center of Jacksonville, Expanded Horizons Family  
Literacy Program:  $120,000 (primarily Duval)

Rapid Response Emergency Fund:  
Hurricane Irma Relief for all area domestic violence shelters  
Quigley House, Hubbard House, Micah’s Place, Betty Griffin House    
$20,000 (Clay, Baker, Duval, Nassau, St. Johns)

Visit WGA Grant Recipient 
Hubbard House: Rise! 
Program 
Rare opportunity available to only WGA members to 
visit Hubbard House.  Special arrangements have been 
made for the first 20 people to RSVP. Come learn more about individual and group 
mental health counseling services to adult female victims of domestic violence who 
are receiving wrap-around services at its emergency shelter facility and outreach 
programs in Duval and Baker counties. 

Thursday, November 15th / 11:30 am - 1:00 pm     
Confidential location to be provided upon RSVP.
Please RSVP by November 8. Bring your lunch.

Remaining 2018 Events

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org
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A series that explores how 
the visual arts & literature 

influence & reflect our culture

Program Series

The Searching for Identity Foundation is dedicated to creating transformative programming by educating, empowering and uniting diverse 
communities through the visual and performing arts based on the power of the written word. 

SEARCHING FOR IDENTITY FOUNDATION, REGISTRATION # CH54129, IS A 501(C)3 NON-PROFIT CORPORATION. A COPY OF THE 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 
TOLL-FREE (800) 435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION 
BY THE STATE.

Outlaws, Rebels and Troublemakers 
Understand art & literature that spark  
strong reactions

Biblical Expressions
Examine biblical influences & its continuous 
interpretations expressed in the arts & literature. 

Holocaust Remembrance
Explore art & literature in relation  
to Holocaust memorialization

This Land is Your Land
Reveal the grit, beauty & tenacity  
of  our country’s toughest times  
through art & the written word

Join
art lecturer Cindy Edelman and writer Stacey Goldring 
for an enriching conversation that explores the 
universality of the arts and its positive effects on our 
country’s proud legacy of civil discourse.

LiterARTure is a

program. 

Partners 
Congregation Ahavath Chesed | Chapter Endnotes | Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church | OneJax, an 
Institute of the University of North Florida | San Marco Books and More | WJCT First Coast Connect 
Book Club | Women’s Giving Alliance | Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens

Cindy Edelman Stacey Goldring

Mark your calendar!
Program

Date   Time      Location

Outlaws, Rebels and Troublemakers (example)

9/15/2018 11:00 AM Boardroom (example)

LiterARTure     

LiterARTure explores how 
the influences of the arts 
are deeply woven into 
our country’s rich history, 
allowing us to nurture the 
indispensable American tradition of civil discourse, a legacy established by 
our country’s founders. Join Cindy Edelman & Stacey Goldring for a session 
on This Land is Your Land. The session is “seeking to reveal the grit and beauty 
of American values and capture quintessential American experiences during 
some of the toughest times in our history through photography, painting and 
literature.” 

Wednesday, February 20th / 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, 
Auditorium, 829 Riverside Avenue, 32204 
RSVP requested by February 13th. Bring your lunch.

United Way 
Poverty Simulation
The poverty simulation experience is 
designed to help participants begin 
to understand what it might be like 
to live in a typical low-income family trying to survive from month to month. It is a 
simulation, not a game. The object is to sensitize participants to the realities faced by 
those living in poverty. It includes an introduction and briefing, the actual simulation 
exercise, and a debriefing period in which participants and volunteer staffers share 
their feelings and experiences and talk about what they have learned about the lives 
of people in poverty.

Tuesday, February 26th / 8:30 am – 11:00 am  
Florida State College at Jacksonville Nassau Center 
76346 William Burgess Boulevard, Yulee, FL 32097
RSVP requested by February 19th

New Members Coffee 
at the Beach   
Come meet WGA Leadership and your fellow new 
members in a relaxed setting, hear about opportunities for 
involvement, learn about our grant process and ask any 
questions you might have.  You are encouraged to bring a 
friend who is interested in being a strategic philanthropist 
in our collective giving organization.  These sessions are in member’s homes so the 
address will be emailed to you when you register.  

Tuesday, January 8th / 10:30 am – 12:00 pm  
RSVP requested by January 2nd.  Address will be provided with RSVP. 
Complimentary refreshments will be served. 

Women in Poverty in 
Northeast Florida 
WGA’s commissioned research from the 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research shows 
that nearly one in seven of women in Florida 
are living in poverty. The number is higher 
in Duval County. Florida ranks 47th across 
the country. Join us to hear from a panel of local experts on the challenges facing 
women in poverty and what you can do to help. Our guest panelists include Changing 
Homelessness President/CEO Dawn Gilman; Northeast Florida Women Veterans 
President Deloris Quaranta; Director of Advocacy and Litigation at Jacksonville 
Legal Aid Lois Ragsdale; and Head of Community Impact, Basic Needs at United 
Way Jeff Winkler. Our moderator is Kathleen Shaw, Vice President of Programs at The 
Community Foundation for NEFL. 

Wednesday, January 16th / 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Jessie Ball DuPont Center, Lecture Hall, 40 East Adams Street, 32202
RSVP requested by January 9th. Bring your lunch. 

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org
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New Members Cheese  
and Wine Social  
Come meet WGA Leadership and your fellow 
new members in a relaxed setting, hear about 
opportunities for involvement, learn about our 
grant process and ask any questions you might 
have.  Feel free to bring a friend. 

Tuesday, May 7th / 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm     
RSVP requested by April 30th. 
Address will be provided with your RSVP.
Complimentary refreshments will be served.

Legislative Day 
We’ve successfully advocated for 
trafficked victims and helped to end 
child marriage in Florida. What’s 
next for WGA on its annual trip to 
Tallahassee? Join us and find out 
on March 26th, with an optional 
overnight on March 25th.

Tuesday, March 26th / Tallahassee State Capitol    
RSVP requested by March 19th.

Women in Business  

The last decades of the 20th century brought 
considerable progress in women’s professional 
advancement in the United States. The gender 
wage gap narrowed, sex segregation in most 
professions greatly declined, and the percentage of women climbing the management 
ranks steadily rose. Yet, the progress has been uneven and is slowing—there are 
significant racial and ethnic differences in terms of women’s success in moving into the 
top-level jobs, and overall, women continue to fall far short of matching the success of 
their male counterparts in breaking into the top jobs.

The event will begin with a presentation by Bonnie Low-Kramen on the facts around 
the pay gap and what women can do to close it. This will be followed by a panel of 
local female executives in business. Our guest panelists include Jacksonville Market 
President of BB&T Debbie Buckland; Chief Strategy Officer of Forcura Annie Erstling; 
President/CEO of St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Isabelle Renault; and Chief 
Operating Officer of Kids Hope Alliance Mary Tobin. Our moderator is Ellen Sullivan, 
Director of Jacksonville Women’s Business Center. 

Tuesday, April 9th / 11:30 am  – 1:00 pm     
WJCT Studios, 100 Festival Park Ave, 32204. RSVP requested by April 2nd.
Bring your own lunch.

10 11
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Social Media 101  
This workshop will provide a basic 
understanding of how to utilize the three 
most widely used social networking platforms; 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. We will 
provide an overview which will include how to 
open an account, how to maximize your profile, 
how to build and interact with a network, as well as basic tools/applications designed 
to enhance your overall experience.  Social media provides a unique way to tell our 
story, engage donors, supporters and share our impact on the community—which 
means there’s no time like the present to actively engage. 

Taught by: Aidee Chavez Frescas & Stephanie Trefry.

Wednesday, May 8th / 10:00 am – 11:15 am  
Jessie Ball DuPont Center, Rm 219, 40 East Adams Street, 32202
RSVP requested by May 1st. Bring your lunch. 



2019 Annual
Meeting 
WGA members and guests 
to learn what’s new with the 
organization. One of our two 
luncheons each year, the 
Annual Meeting will continue 
our collective education in our 
focus area: Breaking the Cycle of 
Female Poverty: Intervention & Prevention. You won’t want to miss hearing the success 
stories from clients of our grantees that will illustrate the impact of your investments 
and positive ripple effects in our community. You’ll want to bring your friends.  

Wednesday, October 23rd / 11:00 am – 1:00 pm  
Program begins promptly at 11:30 am.    
UNF Herbert University Center, 12000 Alumni Drive, 32224  
RSVP requested by October 11th. Cost $35 (lunch included); 
$45 beginning October 12th.

12 13

Visit WGA Grant Recipient Catholic Charities:  
Neighborhood Self-Sufficiency 
Program for Women in 
Northwest Jacksonville 

Catholic Charities is a premier service provider for the most vulnerable in our 
community. By providing emergency financial assistance, workforce development, 
food assistance, immigration legal services, refugee resettlement and care for persons 
with intellectual and developmental differences, we put our beliefs into action to 
transform lives. Through our partnership with the Women’s Giving Alliance, we assist 
low-income women on the path to self-sufficiency.

Wednesday, November 6th / 10:00 am – 11: 30 am      
Catholic Charities 134 E. Church Street, 32202. RSVP requested by October 31st. 

Neighborhood Tour  
Through its Supporting Neighborhoods 
initiative, the Community Foundation 
has partnered with leadership 
organizations in four neighborhoods 
- New Town, Northwest Jacksonville, 
the Historic Eastside, and Arlington.  
WGA members will convene for a 
half-day session in one of these four 
neighborhoods (location TBD) and will have the opportunity to hear about great work 
happening in each of these neighborhoods, learn about TCF’s work in partnership with 
these four neighborhood organizations, pose questions to a panel of neighborhood 
leaders, and tour one of the neighborhoods to see both bright spots and challenges 
firsthand.  

Friday, September 20th / 8:30 am – 1:00 pm    
Location TBD. RSVP requested by September 13th. Cost $15 for lunch.

12 13
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WGA Member 
Forum 2019  
The highlight of the Member 
Forum will be the ratification of 
WGA’s proposed 2019 grants, 
related to our focus area “Breaking 
the Cycle of Female Poverty: 
Intervention and Prevention.”  
Exercise your privilege with your 
vote while spending time with fellow WGA friends and guests.

Monday, May 13 / 11:00 am - 1:00 pm     
Program begins promptly at 11:30 am  
UNF Herbert University Center, 12000 Alumni Drive, 32224 
RSVP requested by May 3rd. Cost $35 (Lunch included); $45 beginning May 4th.



Visit our Website!
www.wganefl.org

Join the Conversation!

For More Information
Mary Pietan, President, Women’s Giving Alliance
904.234.4915, mfpietan@gmail.com

The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
Joanne E. Cohen, VP Philanthropic Services 
904.356.4483, jcohen@jaxcf.org

Teri Calinao, Philanthropic Services Officer 
904.356.4483, tcalinao@jaxcf.org

14

Get Connected with  
Connector Events 
Neighborhood Connector Groups grew out of 
Members’ interest in getting to know one another 
in small, close-to-home settings. A wonderful 
way to showcase WGA! For dates and locations, 
go to www.wganefl.org, log in to Members Only, then go to Neighborhood 
Connector Events. Register and bring a friend.  See you there!

12
14
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 Women I’d Like to Invite

 Action Items for Me

15

www.facebook.com/womensgivingalliance

@womensgivingJAX

www.linkedin.com/groups/6612748

womensgivingalliance

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org
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