
 
 

April 1, 2020 

 
 
Dear WGA members, 

 

I hope you and your families are doing well and staying safe and healthy.  I am 

already looking forward to the time when we can share our stories in person.  

 

If ever there was a time for strategic philanthropy, this is it! WGA recognizes the 

significant impact the spread of the coronavirus could have on our grantees and 

the populations they serve.  Business closures caused by the coronavirus will 

disproportionately impact sectors of the economy that already struggle from 

lower incomes, greater housing cost burden and less workplace flexibility.  And 

there are many articles in the national media about how these challenges 

particularly tend to impact women.  WGA also recognizes that this crisis will 

present short, medium, and long-term challenges and we plan to be responsive 

and patient.  

 

WGA is reaching out to our current grantee agencies and asking them of any 

specific needs they have that our members might be able to help with, and we 

will communicate those needs to you as they arise. We remain mindful of the 

increased workload for the staff at these agencies as they work to meet a 

growing need for services. During this difficult time, please keep in mind our 

current and past grantees, monitor their social media, and help out if you are 

able.  As always WGA wants to be proactive as well as respectful to the 

vulnerable people in our community and the agencies who serve them.  Click on 

this link to Trust Based Philanthropy  to read why we need to trust our non-profit 

agencies more than ever.  

 

WGA is going to be operating on a remote basis for the coming weeks. All in 

person meetings have been cancelled through the end of May.  All of our 

committees continue to meet virtually and we will continue to move forward with 

https://trustbasedphilanthropy.org/blog/2020/3/17/philanthropy-needs-to-trust-nonprofits-now-more-than-ever


our current grantees and discuss funding new grants. WGA has a robust 

committee structure that will continue to act as they have for the past number of 

years.  And as always we will share that information with each of you in a timely 

manner.   

 

WGA is staying in close communications with our giving circle partners around 

the country through Philanos (formerly known as Catalist) to identify possible 

ways to proceed in these changing times.   

 

Accordingly, we are planning on a virtual program for our May Member Forum 

program.  I will share details with you as they become more concrete. 

Meanwhile, keep the date and time in your calendar: Wednesday, May 20, 

2020 at 11:30am. 

 

The Community Foundation is still open for business, remotely of course, and 

they are accepting donations and mailing out checks to grantee agencies right on 

schedule.  While it is no longer business as usual, we are still open (virtually) for 

business.  So, please continue to support WGA by renewing your membership.  

The deadline for the grants pool for this year is still April 30th and both your 

membership renewal and your donations are more important than ever.   

 

JOIN/RENEW  

  

or  
  

GIVE 

  
  

Please stay in touch and feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns.  I am here!   

  

Stay safe and stay healthy,  

 

Mary 

 

Mfpietan@gmail.com or (904) 234-4915 

  

http://www.wganefl.org/join-now
https://www.wganefl.org/donate?fid=seyzYVwYFe0%3D&fdesc=WGsnZ48Pw1WzgSCDipNyRmuHN9ANXGZofc60clOWYvzADAuhOm69qg%2BN2d3gy6Q3
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