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By Phyllis Bell-Davis
Resident Community News

Venetia resident George Stallings, Jr., 
who will be 100 years old in May, spent 
an afternoon with the last flightworthy 
B-24 Liberator, similar to the bomber he 
flew during World War II. Stallings, a 
captain in the Army Air Corps, also served 
as flight instructor to American and 
British cadets. 

The opportunity to view the Bomber 
was made possible by the Collings 
Foundation which takes the Liberator and 
other famous warcraft around the country 
as part of their Wings of Freedom Tour. 
Stallings’ neighbor, Jim Ohora, a retired 
Navy pilot who shares aviation experiences 
with Stallings, escorted him to the Feb. 23 
event at Cecil Field Airport. Stallings’ family 
and other neighbors were also a part of 
the group that attended the event.

“I’m glad to know that someone is keeping 
WWII aircraft maintained,” said Stallings, 
as he watched the B-24 Liberator land. 

“This is a great experience which brings 
back a lot of memories. It still looks as big 
as it did when I was flying it.”

Mike Foster, retired Navy captain who 
maintains the famous warcra�, noted that 
almost 19,000 B-24 bombers were produced 
but the Liberator is the only one that still 
exists. “Maintaining the Liberator is a great 
responsibility but also rewarding when I 
see veterans and their families viewing the 
aircra�,” he said.

George Stallings, Jr. (right) and his stepson Jim 
Taylor, watch as the B-24 Liberator lands on the 
tarmac at Cecil Field Airport.

Wings of Freedom 
brings warcraft to 
Cecil Field

Jim Ohora, left, and George Stallings, Jr., 
receive an update on the B-24 from Mike Foster 
who maintains the aircraft.

Stallings said the last time he saw the 
aircra� was 25 years ago during a visit to 
Colorado. Upon closer inspection of the 
bomber, he con�dently stated, “Yes, I believe 
I can still �y it.”

By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News 

With the Women’s Giving Alliance focus 
on alleviating the numbers of women in 
poverty, the 2018 Membership Forum 
presented approximately 237 attendees 
with a great deal of pertinent information 
on the subject at a March 1 meeting at the 
University of North Florida. 

Keynote speaker Melanie Patz, Vice 
president of Community Investment and 
Impact for Baptist Health, gave a presen-
tation titled “Women In Poverty: An 
American Crisis.”  

Patz introduced attendees to ALICE 
(the United Way’s acronym for Asset 
Limited Income Constrained Employed), 
which represents people (the majority of 
them women) of all ages and races who 
get up each day to go to work but who 
aren’t sure if they’ll be able to put dinner 
on the table for their families. In addition 
to the working poor across the nation, 
the factors of gender and race play a large 
part in the plight of poverty. Patz displayed 
a chart illustrating the wide Gender Pay 
Gap between white men ($1.00), white 
women ($0.79), black women ($0.63) and 
Hispanic women ($0.54).  

The Women’s Giving Alliance, an ini-
tiative of the Community Foundation of 
Northeast Florida is aiming to break the 
cycle of female poverty through prevention 
and intervention through investing in 
the lives of women and girls in Northeast 
Florida. WGA Membership was encouraged, 

and various ways that WGA Members 
can employ to help break the cycle of 
female poverty were presented, including 
the annual $1500 tax-deductible contri-
bution, or a one-time Legacy gift of 
$25,000 or more to endow a WGA mem-
bership in perpetuity.  

Delores Barr Weaver o�ered a 1:3 challenge 
match to add to the WGA 2018 Grant Pool,  
committing $15,000 if WGA raises $45,000, 
and the Baker Family has already agreed to 
contribute $10,000 toward that goal.

Women’s Giving Alliance members pose with 
keynote speaker Melanie Patz (center, in blue 
jacket) at the March 1 forum.

Women’s Giving Alliance focuses 
on poverty among women
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 –  South Kitchen + Spirits  –
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And Catering

DINNERDINNER

And Catering NEW

southern classics.  
american standards.

www.southdelivered.com

3638 Park Street, Jacksonville FL

904-475-2362

{NEW} 

www.south.kitchen
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Realtor®

A member of 
the franchisee 
system of BHH 
Affiliates, LLC.

904.699.4417
www.joywalkerrealtor.com
3627 St. Johns Ave. | 904-388-5005

OPPORTUNITY AWAITS 
IN AVONDALE 
2930 St. Johns Avenue
Do not miss this opportunity to own this unique Avondale 
property that offers a beautifully restored brick house, 
a detached 2 unit Guest House/Apartment/In-Law 
Suite PLUS waterfront parcel!  Main house and 2 
detached apartments have newer roofs, remodeled full 
kitchens and baths.  A special place to call  to HOME! 
$634,000

www.A-Coin.com  |  904.733.1204
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, Florida

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm

CURRENTLY 
ACCEPTING  
JEWELRY 
& WATCHES
Bring in your loose diamonds and all 
diamond jewelry, watches, antique and 
modern firearms, precious metals, rare 
stamps and other collectibles today. 
An honest estimate may just put some 
cash in your pocket.
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