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Women’s Giving Alliance
Welcomes all interested women.  

In 2016, 390 members pooled their gifts to make $432,000 of grants 
benefiting women and girls in NE Florida.

 
Our Mission

To inspire the women of Northeast Florida to be strategic philanthropists 
and to improve the lives of women and girls through collective giving.

 
WGA’s Grantmaking

Is research based and often attracts funding partners. We are concluding 
a five year grant emphasis on improving gender-specific mental health 

services for women and girls.  Earlier funding areas have included 
improving outcomes for girls in the juvenile justice and child welfare 

systems.  Beginning with new grants made in 2017, we will be shifting  
our grants focus to breaking the cycle of female poverty.  

The Annual Membership Gift
Is a tax-deductible contribution of $1,500.  Of that amount, $1,000 goes 
directly to grants, $200 helps defray overhead and expenses, and $300 
is added to endowment. From time to time, some members also make 
supplemental gifts. Women also have the option of making a one-time 

Legacy gift of $25,000 or more (payable over five years) to endow
a WGA membership in perpetuity.

An Initiative of The Community Foundation 
for Northeast Florida

WGA benefits from The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida’s
 more than 50 years of experience and financial stewardship.

For more information, visit the website www.wganefl.org, 
call (904) 356-4483, or visit us on Facebook at facebook.com/womensgivingalliance

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

Grants awarded to agencies benefiting women & girls
in Northeast Florida

Member-driven grants decision process

Individual women pool their gifts

How It Works
Collective Giving
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Pending WGA Member Ratification at the 2016 Annual Meeting

Recent Grants
Including the 2016-2018 grant recommendations, WGA has made over  
$4.9 million in grants since its founding in 2002.  Below is a summary of  

two-year grants made within mental health over three grant cycles. 

2016-2018 Grant Recommendations

2015-2017

2014-2016

Betty Griffin Center, Hope in Recovery Part II:  $100,000 (domestic violence, St. Johns County)
Services that combine treatment for substance abuse with services related to domestic and 
sexual abuse.  Despite the high incidence of co-occurrence, almost all treatment programs 
focus on only one of these problems.  Betty Griffin Center will partner with an experienced 
substance and mental health service provider and will adopt a program that has proven 
successful in Putnam County.  The goal is to provide survivors with a unique safety plan 
that addresses both domestic/sexual abuse and substance abuse.

Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida, Impact Grant:  $10,000 
Pilot project to support grantees and extend the impact of the grants that WGA has made during 
its five-year focus on mental health.  Baptist Health is matching WGA funding at $10,000 for this 
work. This grant will fund research regarding the status of evaluation and the tools available to 
WGA Mental Health grantees. The grant will conclude with a proposal for a two-year project 
which will assist grantees in evaluating the effectiveness and communicating the success of  
their mental health counseling services.  WGA will leave open the possibility that WGA could 
fund, in whole or in part, a continuation of this project in subsequent years.

Volunteers in Medicine, Healing the Mind, Body, Heart and Soul:  $22,000 (Duval County)
Mental health screening, counseling, medication and psychiatric services to working, 
uninsured women who live or work in Duval County.  All direct services will be provided by 
volunteers at the VIM facility in downtown Jacksonville; WGA funds will be used to offset 
indirect costs and the cost of medications.  Mental health services will be integrated with 
other health services offered by VIM.  

Barnabas, Women’s Health Initiative in Nassau (WHIN):  $110,000 (mental health services, 
Nassau County)

Gateway Community Services, Gender-Responsive, Trauma-Informed Professional 
Development Program:  $29,300 (substance abuse counselors, NE Florida)

I.M. Sulzbacher Center, Trauma Informed Therapy for Homeless Females:  $97,020 
(Jacksonville)

Mental Health America of Northeast Florida, Women and Girls Training Institute:  $84,000 
(mental illnesses that disproportionately affect women and girls)

Rethreaded, Survivor Advocate Program:  $74,680 (support to employees involved in social 
entrepreneurship that breaks the cycle of the sex trade)

BEAM, Single Parent Project:  $100,000 (wraparound services for low-income single mothers 
in Jacksonville’s beaches communities)

ReStoreHER, Emergency Services Homeless Coalition:  $120,000 (female veterans, Duval 
County)

Hubbard House, RISE:  $98,000 (domestic violence, Duval and Baker Counties)

The Way Free Medical Clinic, Women’s Mental Health Program:  $20,000 (Clay County)

Women’s Center of Jacksonville, Mental Health Counseling:  $135,000

Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center, Girl-Centered Practice Collaborative:  
 $100,000 (girls in the juvenile justice system in Duval, Clay and Nassau Counties)

Co-creation of a continuity of care model to reduce the use of the juvenile justice system as 
a mental health provider for girls.  The program will establish partnerships with direct service 
providers, girls and families in Duval, Clay and Nassau counties to develop a strategic plan with a 
shared vision of how to integrate girl-centered practices into programming and funding strategies, 
and will increase the capacity of direct service providers to effectively provide girl-centered, 
trauma-informed mental health services through specialized training with national experts.

Hubbard House, Rise! Program:  $100,000 (domestic violence, Duval and Baker Counties)
Individual and group mental health counseling services to adult female victims of 
domestic violence who are receiving wrap-around services at its emergency shelter facility 
and outreach programs in Duval and Baker counties.  The counselor will provide direct 
services and supervise interns and practicum students, will be available after hours to 
respond to mental health emergencies, will provide at least two workshops annually to 
mental health service professionals or students and will increase access to substance  
abuse services and collaborate with substance abuse service providers. 

Jewish Family & Community Services, Sliding Fee Scale Mental Health Counseling:  
$100,000 (Duval, Clay and St. Johns Counties) 
Individual and family mental health counseling to women and girls.  The typical client will 
be a woman caught in the middle – trying to hold down a job and care for children without 
the support of family or friends and/or often depending on men in abusive, co-dependent 
relationships, ineligible for Medicaid but without adequate insurance.  The sliding fee scale allows 
the client to afford counseling and take ownership of her treatment.  In-home treatment will be 
offered to reduce barriers.  Clients also will be linked to wrap around services offered by JFCS.

To learn more about our grantmaking, 
please visit our website

WWW.WGANEFL.ORG/what-we-do/ 
our-grantmaking

Apply For a Grant 
Our Grantmaking Process 

Grantee Success Stories 
Grants History (listing all WGA grants)

Grantmaking Principles 
In its grantmaking, WGA:
• Uses community research to develop 
initiatives 

• Focuses on prevention and effective 
intervention 

• Supports new ideas and untested efforts, 
as well as programs that have demonstrated 
results and impact 

• Establishes expectations for sustainability, 
significant lasting value and impact
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Open Doors Update with other Policy Center Highlights
Thursday, January 12 / 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Start out the year with an update on Open Doors: A First Responder Network for 
Commercially Sexually Exploited Children.  Open Doors was WGA’s first “boots on 
the ground” advocacy effort.  Dr. Lawanda Ravoira, Ph.D., President and CEO of 
the DBW Policy Center, will share progress made, as well as other updates. 

The Jessie Ball duPont Center
40 East Adams Street, 32202  Room 318 (Board Room)
Bring your lunch or order a box lunch @ $15 with your RSVP. 

New Members Wine and Cheese
Monday, January 23 / 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Join us in a relaxed setting to meet WGA leadership, learn about our grantmaking, 
hear how to get involved, and ask questions.  Feel free to bring a friend!  These 
sessions are in homes, so the address will be emailed to you when you register.   
The hostess for this event is Annie Egan.

Ortega
(Exact address will be given when you RSVP)

Breaking the Cycle of Female Poverty /  
Poverty Simulation 
Wednesday, February 15 / 4:30 - 7:00 pm

Poverty is not a game, but participating in a Poverty 
Simulation is a unique and powerful experience which 
challenges perceptions, changes perspectives and strengthens understanding 
and empathy.  Facilitated by United Way, participants experience a full range of 
encounters, obstacles and challenges while volunteers populate the simulation as 
business owners, teachers, police and agency workers.  The simulation replicates 
a month of a family living in poverty trying to provide food, shelter and other 
basic needs.  Your view of the realities of poverty may be changed forever.

UNF Herbert University Center, 12000 Alumni Drive, 32224

“Anne Frank: A History for Today” Tour with “Voices of Hope” 
Discussion on Discrimination Based on Disabilities
Monday, January 30 / 6:00 - 8:00 pm

This is a wonderful opportunity to join members and friends of both WGA and 
the Junior League of Jacksonville for a private docent-led tour of the Anne 
Frank exhibit at MOSH at 6 pm, followed by a discussion about the effects of 
discrimination in our own community facilitated by Nancy Broner, CEO of OneJax.  
The evening will focus particularly on prejudice facing people with disabilities, 
including mental illness, and how we might become an agent of change toward a 
more inclusive city where diversity is valued and all people are welcome.  (Part of 
The MOSH Voices of Hope Initiative.)

Museum of Science and History (MOSH)
1025 Museum Circle, 32207
(Complimentary wine and hors d’oeuvres will be provided)

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.orgRegister for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org

2017 Calendar of Events
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Member Forum
Wednesday, April 19 / 11:00 am - 1:00 pm (Program begins promptly at 11:30 am)

Join your WGA friends and their guests to learn what’s new with the organization.  
One of our two luncheons each year, this spring’s Member Forum will begin 
our collective education on the fundamentals in our new focus area: Breaking 
the Cycle of Female Poverty: Intervention & Prevention.  We will focus first on 
challenges and best practices for Intervention, i.e. helping women already 
ensnared in poverty.

UNF Herbert University Center
12000 Alumni Drive, 32224
$35 (includes lunch); $45 beginning Monday, April 10.

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org

WCGN National Leadership Forum 
Sunday to Tuesday, March 12-14 
Register at www.wcgn-network.org/conferences 
 
The Women’s Collective Giving Grantmakers Network (WCGN) consists of 48 
giving groups in 24 states – including WGA – and represents more than 11,000 
women.  We are proud to be hosting their sixth national leadership forum.  From 
national speakers to small group discussions, you won’t want to miss these smart, 
engaged, and philanthropic women from a myriad of backgrounds and places, all 
in the magnificent setting of our own backyard.

One Ocean Resort, 1 Ocean Blvd, 32233

“Expect to Win”: Empowering Women for Leadership 
Thursday, April 6 / 4:30 - 6:30 pm (Program begins promptly at 5:30 pm) 

Please join us for a special evening with a very special speaker.  Carla Harris 
is a successful Wall Street veteran with 20 plus years experience climbing the 
corporate ladder.  Carla will share her “Expect to Win” survival tools in addition to 
general career and life management advice.  Carla is currently a Morgan Stanley 
Vice Chair, Wealth Management, Managing Director and Senior Client Advisor.  
This remarkable woman is also a singer, author, community service advocate, and 
Jacksonville native.  

Riverside House, 2165 Park Street, 32204 (Auditorium)
(Complimentary wine and hors d’oeuvres provided at 4:30 pm)

WGA Strictly Social 
Thursday, May 4/ 6:00 - 8:00 pm 

Join fellow WGA members, their spouses and guests for our annual Strictly Social 
gathering.  There will be food, wine and beer, along with ample opportunity for 
mingling and a good time!  This year’s event will be in Atlantic Beach at the home 
of Tracey Westbrook.  

Atlantic Beach (Exact address will be given when your RSVP)
$40 (includes food, wine and beer); $50 beginning Thursday, April 20.

7 8



Visit WGA Grant Recipient Gateway Community Services
Thursday, September 7 / 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Gateway provides treatment and recovery services for people suffering from 
alcoholism, drug addiction and related mental health issues.  WGA’s grant has 
enabled training for counselors that integrates gender-specific trauma therapy 
with substance abuse treatment.  Join us for a tour with President/CEO Dr. 
Candace Hodgkins, Ph.D., LMHC, to learn how WGA dollars are helping change 
the system of care for women and girls in treatment.

Gateway Community Services, 555 Stockton Street, 32204 
Bring your lunch or order a box lunch @ $15 with your RSVP.

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org

New Members Coffee 
Wednesday, May 10 / 10:30 am – Noon
 
Gather in a relaxed setting to meet WGA leadership, learn about our grantmaking, 
hear how to get involved, and ask questions.  Feel free to bring a friend!  These 
sessions are in homes, so the address will be emailed to you when you register.   
The hostess for this event is Allison Newberry-Dennis.

Neptune Beach (Exact address will be given when your RSVP)

Influence:  How do you get it?  How do you keep it?  
And … How do you use it? 
Thursday, May 18 / 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
 
Come be inspired to be women of influence in your own 
community.  Join WGA member, civic leader and 2016 Jacksonville Chamber of 
Commerce President Audrey Moran, as she moderates a discussion with women 
from many areas of Northeast Florida on the issues and nuances of being a 
woman and having influence in a public role.  Panelists include State Attorney, 
4th Judicial Circuit, Melissa Nelson; Florida State Representative, Mia L. Jones; 
Jacksonville City Council President, Lori Boyer, and At-Large Member, Anna 
Lopez Brosche; St. Augustine Mayor, Nancy Shaver; and Clay County Manager,  
Stephanie C. Kopelousos.

WJCT, 100 Festival Park Avenue, 32202 (Studio A)
Bring your lunch or order a box lunch @ $15 with your RSVP.

Working Together to Change the Education  
Trajectory Toward Economic Success  
Tuesday, September 12 / 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
 
Join a panel of recognized educators as they discuss the effect and challenges 
of poverty on the learning process, new initiatives for STEM education, and 
opportunities for collaboration to change the education trajectory of girls toward 
economic success.  The panel will be moderated by WGA Fellow and Executive 
Director of the Florida Nonprofit Alliance Sabeen  Perwaiz, and includes President 
and CEO of Early Learning Coalition of Duval, Susan Main;  EVP, Jacksonville 
Public Education Fund, Pam Paul, Jr.;  President and CEO, Florida State College at 
Jacksonville, Cynthia A. Bioteau;  Assistant Superintendent, Duval Transformation 
Region, Duval County Public Schools, Iranetta Wright;  Executive Director, 
Teach For America, Darryl Willie;  Member, Duval County School Board, Ashley 
Smith Juarez;  Co-Founder, New Town Success Zone, Pam Paul; and President of 
Jacksonville University, Tim Cost.   

Schultz Center, 4019 Boulevard Center Drive, 32207 (Gentry Ballroom)  
Bring your lunch or order a box lunch @ $15 with your RSVP.

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

Ellen Wiss, President, Women’s Giving Alliance
(720) 256-6143, eawiss@aol.com

The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
Joanne E. Cohen, VP Philanthropic Services
(904) 356-4483, jcohen@jaxcf.org

Teri Calinao, Donor Services Manager
(904) 356-4483, tcalinao@jaxcf.org

www.wganefl.org

2017 Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, October 25 / 11:00 am – 1:00 pm (Program begins promptly at 11:30 am) 
 
The highlight of the annual meeting is the ratification of WGA’s proposed 2017 
grants, the first we will make in our new focus area “Breaking the Cycle of Female 
Poverty: Intervention and Prevention.”  We also will focus on challenges and best 
practices for Prevention, i.e. educating girls for economic success.  Exercise your 
membership privilege with your vote, while spending time with fellow members.  

UNF Herbert University Center, 12000 Alumni Drive, 32224
$35 (Includes lunch); $45 beginning Monday, October 16.

Visit WGA Grant Recipient I.M. Sulzbacher Center 
Tuesday, November 14 / 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
 
The I.M. Sulzbacher Center is Northeast Florida’s largest provider of 
comprehensive services for homeless individuals and families.  WGA’s grant is 
providing on-site crisis management and mental health services to resident 
homeless women and girls, including a Women and Girls Intensive Mental Health 
Case Manager whose duties include training all staff to promote an organization-
wide trauma-informed culture.  Join us for a WGA grant update and tour from 
President and CEO Cindy Funkhouser. 

I.M. Sulzbacher Center, 611 East Adams Street, 32202 
Bring your lunch or order a box lunch @ $15 with your RSVP.

Thanksgiving with a  
Side of Philanthropy 
Thursday, November 9 / 5:30 - 7:30 pm 
 
The table is set, the menu planned, and the kids are coming home.  Let’s 
gather together with Joanne Cohen, JD, VP of Philanthropic Services for The 
Community Foundation, as she leads us through education and discussion about 
intergenerational philanthropy.  How do you introduce the topic?  How do you 
create a welcoming opportunity for everyone to share?  Develop your own plan 
for conversation at the Thanksgiving table.

The Community Foundation, 245 Riverside Ave, 32202  
Suite 310 (Board Room)
$25 covers course materials and a light dinner.  Registration requested by Monday, 
October 30.

Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org Register for all WGA events at www.wganefl.org
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NOTES

Visit our new website
(updated based on your feedback)

WGANEFL.ORG

Join The Conversation On Social Media

www.facebook.com/
womensgivingalliance

www.linkedin.com/
groups/6612748

@womensgivingJAX
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